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The entry is a man’s surcote 

trimmed with fur, 12th Century
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The surcote was a popular item of clothing during the 12th century and was worn in various forms all over Europe. It was worn by both sexes and by both military and civilians. The word itself derives from 'sur-cotte', i.e. 'above the cotte', which is the French word for the kirtle worn by both men and women. Earlier surcotes often had no side seams (cyclas) and some surcotes had sleeves. Typically the surcote’s length was mid calf length, but shorter and longer versions are documented. Heraldic surcote’s did not become popular until after 1200.

This surcote was made for Sir Angus for our coronation as the Crowns of Terre Neuve last year. The fabric is cotton with a brocade type print. Although the use of cotton and printed fabrics can certainly to documented to our time period; it was fairly unknown during the 12th century. I used this fabric as a substitution for true brocade for a variety of reasons. First although it is a print, it is a good one and truly has the look of brocade from not so far away. Also this surcote was constructed out of an old gown of mine, which allowed me to use the remaining yardage I had to construct my coronation gown. My gown had shrunk in the wash and this was a perfect way to make use of the old gown, which was no longer long enough for me. Creating new garments from old is a common method to update garments from our time period, see illustration of the “Virgin’s Gown” below.

The surcote is lined in a polyester satin lining (also a substitution for a silk lining) and is trimmed in real mink that I took apart from an old mink stole bought at an antique shop. I also used some of the silk lining from the stole to help face the fur to aid in hand sewing it onto the garment.

The garment is machine sewn using polyester thread, except for the fur, which is all hand applied. As my fabric was very wide (54”), I did not need to add gores to the garment to get the fullness required.

Orle was a word used in the 12th century for designating a border on the edge of a garment. The most frequent use of orle is as a fur border on a mantel. Mentioned in examples are fur-lined mantles with borders of sable. Also mentioned is a surcote bordered in marten. (Women's Costume in French Texts by Eunice Goddard)
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Fit and drape of surcote 


On Sir Angus





Maciejowski Bible c.1250 


Saul and David
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The Gown of the Most Holy Virgin





The linen dress was originally from the 11th-12th century, however it was substantially reworked in the 16th century.  It was lined with silk and has pleating around linen cording.





Page from the Maciejowski Bible c.1250


History of David and Abner
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